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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This office action is in response to tine amendment filed 05/1 2/2008 in wliicli 
applicant amends claims 1,5-6, 9, and 19. Claims 1-11 and 19-27 are pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
05/12/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found In a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gabai et al. (US 6352478) in view of Rose; William J. (US 4857030 
A). 

5. In regards to claim 1 , Gabal discloses a system that has a number of fanciful toy 
figures with wireless communication systems (48:30-37) where the toy figures Include 
freely mobile characters and a portable owl doll for users to carry (49:6-15 and 49:19- 
28) where the mobile character transmits information identifying the character (48:66- 
49:5) and information is received by the other figures (50:47-49). Gabai further 
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discloses that the figures have the ability to direct users to facilities in the thenne park 
(56:34-39 and 56:65-57:9) as well as to direct them to the location of other users in the 
park (53:27-54:14). Gabai lacks explicitly stating that the portable toy would be able to 
notify the user that a mobile character is nearby. 

6. In related prior art, Rose discloses a device responsive to receipt of a signal 
transmitted by another to automatically notify the user via the device that a character is 
nearby (2:16-40). One skilled in the art would recognize the stated advantages of a doll 
with responsive speech to provide inspiration for a child's imagination and to maintain 
the child's interest in said doll (1:59-2:15). 

7. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Gabai in view of Rose to have included a response to the 
signal of a nearby character in order to stimulate the child's imagination and maintain 

the child's interest in the doll. 

8. In regards to claims 2 and 3, Gabai discloses the use of infrared or radio 
frequency signals (51:15-24). 

9. In regards to claim 4, Gabai discloses that each figure or node has an ID (figure 

43A, element 2850). 

10. In regards to claim 5, Gabai discloses that the portable owl figure has memory 
(figure 71 , element 4030 which is related to figure 6 with description 35:31-32). 
Examiner contends that signals in the device must inherently be stored in some sort of 
memory in order for the device to processes and respond to such signals. 
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11. In regards to claim 6, Gabai discloses a system with a number of wireless signal 
transmitters at various locations throughout a theme park environment (48:66-49:5), that 
has a number of fanciful toy figures with wireless communication systems (48:30-37) 
where the toy figures include freely mobile characters and a portable owl doll for users 
to carry (49:6-15 and 49:19-28) where the mobile character transmits information 
identifying the character (48:66-49:5) and information is received by the other figures 
(50:47-49). Gabai further discloses that the figures have the ability to direct users to 
facilities in the theme park (56:34-39 and 56:65-57:9) as well as to direct them to the 
location of other users in the park (53:27-54:14). Gabai lacks explicitly stating that the 
portable toy would be able to notify the user that a mobile character is nearby. 

1 2. In related prior art. Rose discloses a device responsive to receipt of a signal 
transmitted by another to automatically notify the user via the device that a character is 
nearby (2:16-40). One skilled in the art would recognize the stated advantages of a doll 
with responsive speech to provide inspiration for a child's imagination and to maintain 
the child's interest in said doll (1 :59-2:15). 

1 3. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Gabai in view of Rose to have included a response to the 
signal of a nearby character in order to stimulate the child's imagination and maintain 
the child's interest in the doll. 

14. In regards to claims 7 and 8, Gabai discloses the use of infrared or radio 
frequency signals (51:15-24). 
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1 5. In regards to claim 9, Gabai discloses a system that has a number of fanciful toy 
figures with wireless communication systems (48:30-37) and memory (figures 71 and 
74, element 4030 and 4270 respectively, which are related to figure 6 with description 
35:31-32), where the figures are able to receive signals and trigger playback of 
preprogrammed data related to received signals (instructs the child to stay put in 
response to being informed that the parent is searching for the child, 53:27-54:14) 
where the toy figures include freely mobile characters and a portable owl doll for users 
to carry (49:6-15 and 49:19-28) where the mobile character transmits information 
identifying the character (48:66-49:5) and information is received by the other figures 
(50:47-49). Gabai further discloses that the figures have the ability to direct users to 
facilities in the theme park (56:34-39 and 56:65-57:9) as well as to direct them to the 
location of other users in the park (53:27-54:14). Gabai lacks in explicitly stating that 
the portable toy would be able to notify the user that a mobile character is nearby. 

16. In related prior art. Rose discloses a device responsive to receipt of a signal 
transmitted by another to automatically notify the user via the device that a character is 
nearby (2:16-40). One skilled in the art would recognize the stated advantages of a doll 
with responsive speech to provide inspiration for a child's imagination and to maintain 
the child's interest in said doll (1 :59-2:15). 

1 7. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Gabai in view of Rose to have included a response to the 
signal of a nearby character in order to stimulate the child's imagination and maintain 
the child's interest in the doll. 
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18. In regards to claims 1 0 and 1 1 , Gabai discloses the use of infrared or radio 
frequency signals (51:15-24). 

1 9. In regards to claims 25-27, Gabai discloses that the toys may produce sound 
effects, music and speech (7:12-19 and 7:31-34). 

20. Claims 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gabai etal. (US 6352478). 

21 . In regards to claim 19, Gabai discloses a figure with wireless communication 
equipment (48:30-37) that receives information from a plurality of wireless transmitters 
in a surrounding environment that generate signals representing the location of objects 
and characters in the environment (48:66-49:5), memory (figures 71 and 74, element 
4030 and 4270 respectively, which are related to figure 6 with description 35:31-32) 
preprogrammed with data related to location (56:34-39 and 56:65-57:9). Gabai further 
discloses the storage of data related to the events of a user in the park (51 :63-52:25). 
Gabai further discloses the communicating with the user based on the user's event data 
(figures 52-57). Gabai does not explicitly disclose that the memory is located within the 
figure. However, at the time of invention it would have been an obvious matter of 
design choice to locate the memory within the device, be it within a device such as in 
the instant application or in a centralized location and transmitted to the device as in the 
system of Gabi. Each system produces the expected results of providing data to the 
interactive toy. 

22. In regards to claim 20, the user's name is stored in memory (52:37-41 ). 
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23. In regards to claim 21 , the toy addresses the user using the name from memory 
(figure 46A, element 2810). 

24. In regards to claims 22 and 23, Gabai discloses the use of infrared or radio 
frequency signals (51:15-24). 

25. In regards to claim 24, each object, location or character corresponds with a 
wireless signal transmitter (49:16-18). 

Response to Arguments 

26. Applicant's arguments filed 05/1 2/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that Gabai does not disclose automatic notification by 
the device upon proximity to another device. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Gabai is 
a completely computerized system. To suggest that the system of Gabai does not 
operate automatically is to ignore the nature of a computing system and the teachings 
of Gabai as thoroughly set forth above. Nevertheless, examiner has included another 
teaching of such a system in the prior art. 

Conclusion 

Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
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requires tliat tine replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 11(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully consider 
the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as 
well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the 
examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID W. DUFFY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1574. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0830-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan M. Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/D. W. D./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 

/Corbett Coburn/ 
Primary Examiner 
AU 3714 



